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(57) ABSTRACT

A battery ECU provides an N-th arithmetic processing
device with an ID assignment signal. The N-th arithmetic
processing device receives the ID assignment signal, and
stores an ID that is transmitted by the battery ECU. The
battery ECU provides an i-th arithmetic processing device (i
is a natural number from N to 2) with a command for
providing an ID assignment signal. The i-th arithmetic
processing device provides the (i-1)-th arithmetic process-
ing device with the ID assignment signal in response to the
command for providing an 1D assignment signal. The (i-1)-
th arithmetic processing device receives the ID assignment
signal, and stores an ID that is transmitted by the battery
ECU.

6 Claims, 12 Drawing Sheets
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BATTERY SYSTEM, ELECTRIC VEHICLE,
MOBILE UNIT, ELECTRIC POWER
STORAGE DEVICE AND POWER SUPPLY
DEVICE

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION

1. Field of the Invention

The present invention relates to a battery system, and an
electric vehicle, a mobile unit, an electric power storage
device and a power supply device that include the battery
system.

2. Description of the Related Art

In order to serve as a power source or electric power
storage device for mobile units such as electric car, battery
systems include a plurality of rechargeable battery modules.
Each of the battery modules includes a plurality of batteries
(battery cells) that are connected in series to each other, for
example. Also, battery systems include a detection device
that can detect abnormal conditions such overcharged and
overdischarged conditions of battery cells.

A vehicle battery pack control device disclosed in Japa-
nese Patent Laid-Open Publication No. JP 2003-79,059 A
includes a plurality of simple cell-overcharge-and-overdis-
charge detection devices that are assigned to a plurality of
cell groups in the battery pack. Each cell-overcharge-and-
overdischarge detection device can determine whether the
corresponding cell group is brought into an overcharged or
overdischarged condition, and transmit the result to a battery
controller.

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION

In order that the plurality of simple cell-overcharge-and-
overdischarge detection devices can communicate with the
battery controller in the vehicle battery pack control device
disclosed in JP 2003-79,059 A, it is necessary to uniquely
assign identifiers (IDs) to the plurality of simple cell-
overcharge-and-overdischarge detection devices. Accord-
ingly, identifiers are assigned to the plurality of simple
cell-overcharge-and-overdischarge detection devices in pro-
duction of the vehicle battery pack control device.

Japanese Laid-Open Patent Publication No. JP HO8-182,
029 A (1996) disclosed a connection method for systems.
The connection method for systems disclosed in JP HOS8-
182,029 A includes a plurality of devices that include
conversion circuits. The conversion circuits of the plurality
of devices are cascaded through signal lines. If the conver-
sion circuit of one of the devices receives a signal indicating
an identification number “1”, this device is identified as “1”
by this conversion circuit, while this conversion circuit
transmits a signal indicating an identification number “2” to
the conversion circuit of other one of the devices through the
signal line, for example. If this conversion circuit of the
other one of the devices receives a signal indicating an
identification number “2”, this device is identified as “2” by
this conversion circuit, while this conversion circuit trans-
mits a signal indicating an identification number “3” to the
conversion circuit of still other one of the devices through
the signal line, for example. Thus, identification numbers
can be assigned to the plurality of devices one after another.

However, when the vehicle battery pack control device is
to be used, if one of the simple cell-overcharge-and-overdis-
charge detection devices develops trouble, it is necessary to
replace this simple cell-overcharge-and-overdischarge
detection device with a new simple cell-overcharge-and-
overdischarge detection device. In this case, it is difficult for
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2

users to provide the new simple cell-overcharge-and-
overdischarge detection device with a unique identifier that
is different from the other simple cell-overcharge-and-
overdischarge detection devices.

In JP HO8-182,029 A, a controller is not provided which
can communicate with the plurality of devices. For this
reason, in the case where the vehicle battery pack control
device disclosed in JP HO08-182,029 A is adopted to a
communications system including a controller and a plural-
ity of devices that communicate with each other, the con-
troller cannot determine whether identification numbers are
assigned to all the devices. Also, the controller cannot assign
desired identification numbers, and the like. Accordingly,
communication reliability cannot be ensured.

It is an object of the present invention to provide a battery
system, an electric vehicle, a mobile unit, an electric power
storage device, and a power supply device that can ensure
communication reliability and provide ecasy identifier
assignment.

A Dbattery system according to the present invention
includes a control device; and 1st to N-th battery modules.
Each of the battery modules includes a battery cell group, a
voltage detection portion, a processing device, an abnormal-
ity detection portion, and a selection portion. The battery cell
group includes one or a plurality of battery cells. The voltage
detection portion is arranged corresponding to the battery
cell group, and detects voltages of the battery cells in the
battery cell group. The processing device transmits the
detection result detected by the voltage detection portion to
the control device, and provides an assignment signal as a
command for storing an identifier. The abnormality detec-
tion portion can detect overcharge or overdischarge abnor-
mal conditions of the battery cell group, and issue a detec-
tion signal indicating the abnormal conditions. The selection
portion selectively provides one of the assignment signal,
which is provided from the processing device, and the
detection signal, which is issued by the abnormality detec-
tion portion. The control device and the processing devices
of the battery modules are connected to each other through
a communication line. The processing devices of 1st to N-th
battery modules can be defined as 1st to N-th processing
devices. The control device is connected to the N-th pro-
cessing device through a first signal line. The selection
portion of the i-th (i is a natural number from N to 2) battery
module is connected to the abnormality detection portion
and the processing device of the (i-1)-th battery module
through a second signal line. The selection portion of the 1st
battery module is connected to the control device through a
third signal line. In an identifier assignment mode, the
control device provides the N-th processing device with an
N-th assignment signal as a command for storing an iden-
tifier through the first signal line, and then transmits an
identifier of the N-th processing device through the com-
munication line. In addition, the control device provides
with the i-th processing device a command for providing an
(i-1)-th assignment signal to the (i-1)-th processing device,
and then transmits an identifier of the (i-1)-th processing
device through the communication line in order from the
N-th to 2nd processing devices. When the i-th processing
device receives the i-th assignment signal, the i-th process-
ing device stores the identifier of the i-th processing device,
which is transmitted by the control device, and provides the
(i-1)-th processing device with the (i-1)-th assignment
signal in response to the command for providing an (i-1)-th
assignment signal, and the selection portion of the i-th
battery module provides the (i-1)-th processing device with
the (i-1)-th assignment signal, which is provided from the
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i-th processing device, through the second signal line. When
the 1st processing device receives the 1st assignment signal,
the 1st processing device stores the identifier of the 1st
processing device that is transmitted by the master device. In
a normal mode, the selection portion of the i-th battery
module provides the (i-1)-th abnormality detection portion
with the detection signal, which is issued by the i-th abnor-
mality detection portion, through the second signal line, and
the selection portion of the 1st battery module provides the
control device with the detection signal, which is issued by
the 1st abnormality detection portion, through the third
signal line.

According to the present invention, it is possible to ensure

communication reliability and provide easy identifier
assignment.
The above and further objects of the present invention as
well as the features thereof will become more apparent from
the following detailed description to be made in conjunction
with the accompanying drawings.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

FIG. 1 is a block diagram showing the construction of a
battery system according to one embodiment of the present
invention,

FIG. 2 is a block diagram showing the construction of an
arithmetic processing device,

FIG. 3 is a block diagram showing the construction of a
battery ECU,

FIG. 4 is a block diagram showing the construction of a
voltage detection portion and an abnormality detection por-
tion,

FIG. 5 is a block diagram showing the construction of
battery modules each of which includes a plurality of
voltage detection portions and a plurality of abnormality
detection portions,

FIG. 6 is a plan view schematically showing an exemplary
printed circuit board of the battery module,

FIG. 7 is a flowchart showing an ID assignment process
for assigning IDs to the arithmetic processing devices in the
battery modules by using the battery ECU,

FIG. 8 is a flowchart showing an ID assignment process
for assigning IDs to the arithmetic processing devices in the
battery modules by using the battery ECU,

FIG. 9 is a flowchart showing operation of the arithmetic
processing device in the ID assignment process,

FIG. 10 is a flowchart showing operation of the arithmetic
processing device in the ID assignment process,

FIG. 11 is a perspective view showing an exemplary
external appearance of the battery module,

FIG. 12 is a block diagram showing the construction of an
electric car that includes the battery system, and

FIG. 13 is a block diagram showing the construction of a
power supply device.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE
INVENTION

[1] Battery System

The following description will describe a battery system
according to an embodiment of the present invention with
reference to the drawings. The battery system according to
this embodiment is installed on an electric vehicle (e.g.,
electric car). The battery system as power source supplies
electric power to the electric vehicle. The battery system can
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4

be also used for electric power storage devices or consumer
products that include a plurality of rechargeable battery
cells.

(1) Construction of Battery System

FIG. 1 is a block diagram showing the construction of the
battery system according to the embodiment of the present
invention. As shown in FIG. 1, the battery system 500
includes a plurality of battery modules 100, a battery ECU
(Electronic Control Unit) 510, a contactor 520, and an HV
(High Voltage) connector 530. In this embodiment, the
number of the battery modules 100 included in the battery
system 500 is defined as N. N is a natural number not smaller
2.

Each of the battery modules 100 includes a battery cell
group BL that includes two or more battery cells 10, a
voltage detection portion 20, an abnormality detection por-
tion 30, an arithmetic processing device 40, a switching
circuit 50, a communication driver 60, and insulating ele-
ments Dla and DIb. The battery cells 10 in the battery cell
group BL are connected in series to each other. The battery
cell groups BL are arranged adjacent to each other, and are
integrally held as a battery block. A plurality of thermistors
TH (discussed below with reference to FI1G. 11) for detecting
temperature are attached onto the battery cell groups BL. For
example, the battery cells 10 are rechargeable batteries such
as lithium ion batteries or nickel metal hydride batteries.

The battery cell groups BL of the plurality of battery
modules 100 are connected in series to each other through a
source line. Thus, in the battery system 500, all the battery
cells 10 in the plurality of battery modules 100 are connected
in series to each other.

In the following description, the battery modules from the
battery module 100 that includes the battery cell 10 corre-
sponding to the lowest potential to the battery module 100
that includes the battery cell 10 corresponding to the highest
potential shown in FIG. 1 are referred to as 1st to N-th
battery modules 100. The 2nd to (N-2)-th battery modules
100 are omitted for the sake of brevity in FIG. 1.

(2) Normal Mode

The arithmetic processing device 40 of each of the battery
modules 100 can be selectively brought in a normal mode or
an ID (identifier) assignment mode. The operations of por-
tions in each of the battery modules 100 in the normal mode
are now described.

The voltage detection portion 20 detects terminal voltages
of the battery cells 10, and provides the arithmetic process-
ing device 40 with detection signals DA that indicate the
values of the detected terminal voltages. As abnormal
charge/discharge conditions of the corresponding battery
cell group BL, the abnormality detection portion 30 detects
abnormal terminal voltage conditions of the battery cells 10.
In order to prevent that the battery cells 10 are overdis-
charged or overcharged, an allowable voltage range of
terminal voltage is prescribed. The abnormality detection
portion 30 detects whether the terminal voltage of each of
the battery cells 10 is lower than the upper limit of the
allowable voltage range (hereinafter, referred to as the upper
limit voltage), and whether the terminal voltage of each of
the battery cells is higher than the lower limit of the
allowable voltage range (hereinafter, referred to as the lower
limit voltage).

When determining that the terminal voltage of at least one
battery cell 10 of the corresponding battery cell group BL is
not lower than the upper limit voltage or not higher than the
lower limit voltage (when an abnormal condition is
detected), the abnormality detection portion 30 issues a
detection signal DB that has a first duty ratio (e.g., 75%).
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When determining that the terminal voltages of all the
battery cell 10 of the corresponding battery cell group BL
fall within the allowable voltage range (in the normal
condition is detected), the abnormality detection portion 30
issues a detection signal DB that has a second duty ratio
(e.g., 25%). The abnormality detection portion 30 provides
the issued detection signal DB to the switching circuit 50. In
addition, the abnormality detection portion 30 provides a
status signal IC. The state signal IC is set “H” level in the
case where the abnormality detection portion 30 operates. In
this case, the switching circuit 50 provides the insulating
element DIb with the detection signal DB, which is issued
by the abnormality detection portion 30. The state signal is
set “L” level when the abnormality detection portion 30
stops operating.

The arithmetic processing device 40 communicates with
the battery ECU 510 via the insulating element Dla and the
communication driver 60 by using the CAN (Controller
Area Network) standard, for example. According to this
construction, the battery ECU 510 can easily communicate
with the N arithmetic processing devices 40 in the broad-
casting manner. A communication system is constructed of
the N arithmetic processing devices 40 and the battery ECU
510. In this construction, the battery ECU 510 serves as a
master device, while the arithmetic processing devices 40
serve as slave devices.

FIG. 2 is a block diagram showing the construction of the
arithmetic processing device 40. As shown in FIG. 2, the
arithmetic processing device 40 includes a CPU (Central
Processing Unit) 41, a RAM (Random Access Memory) 42,
and a nonvolatile memory 43. The arithmetic processing
device 40 can be a microcomputer that includes the func-
tions of the CPU 41, the RAM 42, and the nonvolatile
memory 43.

An ID can be written into the RAM 42 in the ID
assignment mode as discussed below. In addition, the non-
volatile memory 43 stores the ID, which is written into the
RAM 42. The operation of the CPU 41 is now described as
the operation of the arithmetic processing device 40.

The arithmetic processing device 40 can transmit the
values of the terminal voltages of the battery cells 10 based
on the detection signal DA that is provided from the voltage
detection portion 20 to the battery ECU 510. Also, the
arithmetic processing device 40 transmits the values of the
temperatures of the battery modules 100, which are provided
from the thermistors TH as discussed below with reference
to FIG. 11, to the battery ECU 510. Also, the arithmetic
processing device 40 performs various types of arithmetic
computation and determination processes based on the val-
ues of the terminal voltages and the temperatures of the
battery cells 10. Also, the arithmetic processing device 40
receives the various types of command signals from the
battery ECU 510 through the bus BS and the communication
driver 60.

In the ID assignment mode as discussed below, the
arithmetic processing device 40 provides an ID assignment
signal IS to the switching circuit 50 as discussed below. The
switching circuit 50 selectively provides one of the detection
signal DB, which is provided from the abnormality detection
portion 30, and the ID assignment signal IS, which is
provided from the arithmetic processing device 40, based on
the status signal IC, which is provided from the abnormality
detection portion 30. In the normal mode, the switching
circuit 50 provides the insulating element DIb with the
detection signal DB, which is provided by the abnormality
detection portion 30. In the ID assignment mode as dis-
cussed below, the switching circuit 50 provides the insulat-
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ing element DIb with the ID assignment signal IS, which is
provided from the arithmetic processing device 40.

The battery ECU 510 is connected to the insulating
element DIb in the N-th battery module 100 through a signal
line P,. The insulating element DIb in the N-th battery
module 100 is connected to the (N-1)-th insulating element
DIb through a signal line P,,. The insulating element DIb in
the (N-1)-th battery module 100 is connected to the (N-2)-
th insulating element DIb through a signal line P, ;. Simi-
larly, the insulating element DIb in the 2nd battery module
100 is connected to the 1st insulating element DIb through
a signal line P,. The insulating element DIb of the 1st battery
module 100 is connected to the battery ECU 510 through a
signal line P, .

Thus, the battery ECU 510 and the 1st to N-th battery
modules 100 are connected to each other through the signal
line P, to P,. Note that the signal line P, is not used in the
normal mode.

In the normal mode, the detection signal DB that is issued
by the abnormality detection portion 30 in the N-th battery
module 100 is provided through the switching circuit 50, the
insulating element DIb, the signal line P,, and the insulating
element DIb in the (N-1)-th battery module 100 to the
abnormality detection portion 30 in the (N-1)-th battery
module 100. The detection signal DB that is issued by the
abnormality detection portion 30 in the (N-1)-th battery
module 100 is provided through the switching circuit 50, the
insulating element DIb, the signal line P,,_, and the insulating
element DIb in the (N-2)-th battery module 100 to the
abnormality detection portion 30 in the (N-2)-th battery
module 100.

Similarly, the detection signal DB that is issued by the
abnormality detection portion 30 in the 2nd battery module
100 is provided through the switching circuit 50, the insu-
lating element DIb, the signal line P, and the insulating
element DIb in the 1st battery module 100 to the abnormality
detection portion 30 in the 1st battery module 100. The
detection signal DB that is issued by the abnormality detec-
tion portion 30 in the 1st battery module 100 is provided
through the switching circuit 50, the insulating element DIb
and the signal line P, to the battery ECU 510.

FIG. 3 is a block diagram showing the construction of the
battery ECU 510. As shown in FIG. 3, the battery ECU 510
includes an MPU (microprocessor) 511, and a memory 512.
The memory 512 stores programs for the normal and ID
assignment modes. The MPU 511 operates based on the
programs stored in the memory 512. The operation of the
MPU 511 is now described as the operation of the battery
ECU 510.

The battery ECU 510 calculates charged amounts of the
battery cells 10 based on the values of the terminal voltages
of the battery cells 10 that are provided from the arithmetic
processing devices 40 of the battery modules 100. Also, the
battery ECU 510 detects abnormal charge/discharge condi-
tions of the battery cell groups BL in the battery modules
100 based on the values of the terminal voltages and
temperatures of the battery cells 10, which are provided
from the arithmetic processing devices 40 of the battery
modules 100. For example, the abnormal charge/discharge
conditions of the battery cell group BL in the battery module
100 include abnormalities in electric current in the battery
cell group BL, terminal voltage, SOC (charged amount),
overdischarge, overcharge, temperature of battery cell 10,
and the like.

In addition, the battery ECU 510 detects abnormal termi-
nal voltage conditions of the battery cells 10 of the battery
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modules 100 based on the detection signals DB that are
provided from the 1st battery module 100.

The contactor 520 is connected to power source lines that
are connected to the highest potential positive terminal of
the N-th battery module 100 and the lowest potential nega-
tive terminal of the 1st battery module 100. Also, the
contactor 520 is connected to a load such as electric motor
of electric vehicle through the HV connector 530. The
battery ECU 510 turns off the contactor 520 if the battery
module 100 is brought into an abnormal condition. Accord-
ing to this construction, since electric current does not flow
through the battery cells 10 in case of abnormal conditions,
it is possible to prevent abnormal heat generation in the
battery module 100.

The battery ECU 510 is connected to a main control
portion 300 (discussed below with reference to FIG. 12) of
the electric vehicle through the bus. The battery ECU 510
provides the main control portion 300 with charged amounts
of the battery modules 100 (charged amounts of the battery
cells 10). The main control portion 300 controls power (e.g.,
rotational speed of electric motor) of the electric vehicle
based on the charged amounts. Also, if the charged amounts
of the battery modules 100 become low, the main control
portion 300 controls an electric generator (not shown) that is
connected to the power source lines so that the battery
modules 100 can be charged.

(3) Construction of Voltage Detection Portion and Abnor-
mality Detection Portion

FIG. 4 is a block diagram showing the construction of the
voltage detection portion 20 and the abnormality detection
portion 30. The voltage detection portion 20 is constructed
of ASIC (Application Specific Integrated Circuit), for
example. The voltage detection portion 20 includes a plu-
rality of differential amplifiers 21, a multiplexer 22, an A/D
(analog/digital) converter 23, and a communication circuit
24. Note that a signal output circuit for providing the status
signal IC in FIG. 1 is not shown in FIG. 4.

Each of the differential amplifiers 21 includes two input
terminals and an output terminal. The differential amplifier
21 amplifies the voltage difference between two voltages
provided to the two input terminals, and provides the ampli-
fied voltage difference from the output terminal. The two
input terminals of each of the differential amplifiers 21 are
connected to the positive and negative terminals of the
battery cell 10 corresponding to conductor wire lines W1.
According to this construction, each of the differential
amplifiers 21 amplifies the voltage difference between the
positive and negative terminals of the corresponding battery
cell 10. The output voltage of the differential amplifier 21
corresponds to the terminal voltage of the corresponding
battery cell 10. The multiplexer 22 is provided with the
terminal voltages, which are provided from the differential
amplifiers 21. The multiplexer 22 selectively provides the
A/D convertor 23 with the terminal voltages, which are
provided from the differential amplifiers 21, one after
another.

The A/D convertor 23 converts the terminal voltages,
which are provided from the multiplexer 22, into digital
values. The arithmetic processing device 40 (see FIG. 1) is
provided with the digital values, which are obtained by the
A/D convertor 23, as the detection signals DA for indicating
the values of the terminal voltages through the communi-
cation circuit 24.

The abnormality detection portion 30 is constructed of
ASIC, for example. The abnormality detection portion 30
includes a plurality of differential amplifiers 31, a multi-
plexer 32, a switching circuit 33, reference voltage output
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portions 34 and 35, a comparator 36, a detection signal
output circuit 37, and communication circuits 38a and 385.

Each of the differential amplifiers 31 includes two input
terminals and an output terminal. The differential amplifier
31 amplifies the voltage difference between two voltages
provided to the two input terminals, and provides the ampli-
fied voltage difference from the output terminal. The two
input terminals of each of the differential amplifiers 31 are
connected to the positive and negative terminals of the
battery cell 10 corresponding to conductor wire lines W1.
According to this construction, each of the differential
amplifiers 31 amplifies the voltage difference between the
positive and negative terminals of the corresponding battery
cell 10. The output voltage of the differential amplifier 31
corresponds to the terminal voltage of the corresponding
battery cell 10. The multiplexer 32 is provided with the
terminal voltages, which are provided from the differential
amplifiers 31. The multiplexer 32 selectively provides the
comparator 36 with the terminal voltages, which are pro-
vided from the differential amplifiers 31, one after another.

The switching circuit 33 includes terminals CP0, CP1,
and CP2. The reference voltage output portion 34 provides
an upper limit voltage Vth_O to the terminal CP1 of the
switching circuit 33. The reference voltage output portion 35
provides a lower limit voltage Vth_U to the output terminal
CP2. For example, the upper limit voltage Vth_O can be set
at 4.2 V (not lower than 4.19 V and not higher than 4.21 V),
while the lower limit voltage Vth_U can be set at approxi-
mately 2.0 V (not lower than 1.99 V and not higher than 2.01
V).

Each of the comparators 36 includes two input terminals
and an output terminal. One of the input terminals of the
comparator 36 is connected to the multiplexer 32. Another
of the input terminals of the comparator 36 is connected to
the terminal CP0 of the switching circuit 33. The switching
circuit 33 alternately connects the terminal CP0 to the
terminals CP1 and CP2 at a predetermined period. The one
of the input terminals of the comparator 36 is provided with
the terminal voltage that is provided from the multiplexer
32, while the another of the input terminals of the compara-
tor 36 is alternately provided with the upper limit voltage
Vth_O and the lower limit voltage Vth_U. In this case, the
comparator 36 alternately compares the upper limit voltage
Vth_O and the lower limit voltage Vth_U with the terminal
voltage of the battery cell 10 that is provided from the
multiplexer 32, and provides the detection signal output
circuit 37 with a signal for indicating the comparison result.

The detection signal output circuit 37 determines whether
the terminal voltages of any of the battery cells 10 is lower
than the upper limit voltage Vth_O based on output signals
of the comparator 36, and whether the terminal voltages of
any of the battery cells 10 is higher than the lower limit
voltage Vth_U.

If the terminal voltages of any of the battery cells 10 not
is lower than the upper limit voltage Vth_O or is not higher
than the lower limit voltage Vth_U, the detection signal
output circuit 37 determines that the corresponding battery
cell group BL is in an abnormal terminal voltage condition.
If the terminal voltages of all the battery cells 10 are lower
than the upper limit voltage Vth_O and is higher than the
lower limit voltage Vth_U, the detection signal output
circuit 37 determines that the corresponding battery cell
group BL is in the normal terminal voltage condition.

The detection signal is not provided to the communication
circuit 38a in the N-th battery module 100. When it is
determined that the corresponding battery cell group BL is
in an abnormal terminal voltage condition, the detection
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signal output circuit 37 issues a detection signal DB that has
a first duty ratio (e.g., 75%). When determining that the
corresponding battery cell group BL is in the normal termi-
nal voltage condition, the detection signal output circuit 37
issues the detection signal DB that has a second duty ratio
(e.g., 25%). The communication circuit 386 provides the
abnormality detection portion 30 of the (N-1)-th battery
module 100 with the detection signal DB, which is issued by
the detection signal output circuit 37, through the switching
circuit 50, the insulating element DIb and the signal line P,,.

The construction of the voltage detection portion 20 and
the abnormality detection portion 30 in the i-th battery
module (i is any natural number of 2 to (N-1)) 100 is similar
to the construction and operation of the voltage detection
portion 20 and the abnormality detection portion 30 in the
N-th battery module 100 except for the following points.

The communication circuit 38« in the i-th battery module
100 provides the detection signal output circuit 37 with the
detection signal DB that is provided from the (i+1)-th
battery module 100. When it is determined that the corre-
sponding battery cell group BL is in an abnormal terminal
voltage condition or when the detection signal that is pro-
vided from the communication circuit 38a contains the first
duty ratio (e.g., 75%), the detection signal output circuit 37
issues a detection signal DB that has the first duty ratio (e.g.,
75%). When it is determined that the corresponding battery
cell group BL is in the normal terminal voltage condition or
when the detection signal that is provided from the com-
munication circuit 384 contains the second duty ratio (e.g.,
25%), the detection signal output circuit 37 issues the
detection signal DB that has the second duty ratio (e.g.,
25%). The communication circuit 385 provides the (i-1)-th
battery module 100 with the detection signal DB that is
issued by the detection signal output circuit 37.

The construction of the voltage detection portion 20 and
the abnormality detection portion 30 in the 1st battery
module 100 is similar to the construction and operation of
the voltage detection portion 20 and the abnormality detec-
tion portion 30 in the i-th battery module 100 except for the
following points. The communication circuit 385 in the 1st
battery module 100 provides the battery ECU 510 through
the signal line P, with the detection signal DB that is issued
by the detection signal output circuit 37.

When it is determined that all the battery cells 10 in the
battery modules are in the normal terminal voltage condi-
tion, the battery ECU 510 obtains the detection signal DB
that has the first duty ratio (e.g., 75%) from the 1st battery
module 100. On the other hand, when it is determined that
any of the battery cells 10 in the battery modules is in an
abnormal terminal voltage condition, the battery ECU 510
obtains the detection signal DB that has the second duty ratio
(e.g., 25%) from the 1st battery module 100. Accordingly,
the battery ECU 510 can detect abnormal terminal voltage
conditions of the battery cells 10 in the battery modules 100.

(4) Another Exemplary Construction of Voltage Detection
Portion and Abnormality Detection Portion

In the case where the battery module 100 includes a
number of battery cells 10 in the battery cell group BL, or
in the case where the voltage detection portion 20 or the
abnormality detection portion 30 has low breakdown volt-
age, the battery module 100 may include a plurality of
voltage detection portions 20 that are connected in series to
each other and a plurality of abnormality detection portions
30 that are connected in series to each other.

FIG. 5 is a block diagram showing the construction of
battery modules 100 each of which includes the plurality of
voltage detection portions 20 and the plurality of abnormal-

10

15

20

25

30

35

40

45

50

55

60

10
ity detection portions 30. The construction of the battery
module 100 is shown in FIG. 5. The battery module 100
according to an embodiment shown in FIG. 5 includes three
voltage detection portions 20 and three abnormality detec-
tion portions 30.

One of the voltage detection portions 20 (hereinafter,
referred to as lower potential voltage detection portion 20L)
corresponds to one-third of the number of the plurality of
battery cells 10 (hereinafter, referred to as lower potential
battery cell group 10L) that are connected on the lower
potential side. Another of the voltage detection portions 20
(hereinafter, referred to as middle potential voltage detection
portion 20M) corresponds to another one-third of the num-
ber of the plurality of battery cells 10 (hereinafter, referred
to as middle potential battery cell group 10M) that are
connected on the middle potential part. Also, the other of the
voltage detection portions 20 (hereinafter, referred to as
higher potential voltage detection portion 20H) corresponds
to the other one-third (six in this embodiment) of the number
of the plurality of battery cells 10 (hereinafter, referred to as
higher potential battery cell group 10H) that are connected
on the higher potential side.

The lower potential voltage detection portion 20L detects
the terminal voltages of the battery cells 10 in the lower
potential battery cell group 10L. The middle potential volt-
age detection portion 20M detects the terminal voltages of
the battery cells 10 in the middle potential battery cell group
10M. The higher potential voltage detection portion 20H
detects the terminal voltage of the battery cells 10 in the
higher potential battery cell group 10H.

The detection signal DA that is provided from the com-
munication circuit 24 (see FIG. 4) in the higher potential
voltage detection portion 20H is provided through the com-
munication circuit 24 (see FIG. 4) in the middle potential
voltage detection portion 20M to the communication circuit
24 (see FIG. 4) in the lower potential voltage detection
portion 201, and is then provided to the arithmetic process-
ing device 40 from the communication circuit 24 in the
lower potential voltage detection portion 20L.. The detection
signal DA that is provided from the communication circuit
24 in the middle potential voltage detection portion 20M is
provided to the communication circuit 24 in the lower
potential voltage detection portion 201, and is then provided
to the arithmetic processing device 40 from the communi-
cation circuit 24 in the lower potential voltage detection
portion 20L. The detection signal DA that is provided from
the communication circuit 24 in the lower potential voltage
detection portion 20L is provided to the arithmetic process-
ing device 40.

One of the abnormality detection portions 30 (hereinafter,
referred to as lower potential abnormality detection portion
30L) corresponds to the lower potential battery cell group
10L. Another of the abnormality detection portions 30
(hereinafter, referred to as middle potential abnormality
detection portion 30M) correspond to the middle potential
battery cell group 10M. The other of the abnormality detec-
tion portions 30 (hereinafter, referred to as higher potential
abnormality detection portion 30H) corresponds to the
higher potential battery cell group 10H.

The lower potential abnormality detection portion 30L
detects abnormal conditions of the battery cells 10 in the
lower potential battery cell group 10L. The middle potential
abnormality detection portion 30M detects abnormal con-
ditions of the battery cells 10 in the middle potential battery
cell group 10M. The higher potential abnormality detection
portion 30H detects abnormal conditions of the battery cells
10 in the higher potential battery cell group 10H.
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In this embodiment, the communication circuit 385 (see
FIG. 4) in the higher potential abnormality detection portion
30H is connected to the communication circuit 38« (see FIG.
4) in the middle potential abnormality detection portion
30M. The communication circuit 386 (see FIG. 4) in the
middle potential abnormality detection portion 30M is con-
nected to the communication circuit 38a (see FIG. 4) in the
lower potential abnormality detection portion 30L. The
communication circuit 385 (see FIG. 4) in the lower poten-
tial abnormality detection portion 30L is connected to the
switching circuit 50 (see FIG. 1).

The detection signal DB is provided from the abnormality
detection portion 30 (lower potential abnormality detection
portion 30L) in the (i+1)-th battery module 100 to the higher
potential abnormality detection portion 30H in the i-th
battery module 100 (i is a natural number from 2 to (N-1)).
In the higher potential abnormality detection portion 30H in
the i-th battery module 100, when it is determined that the
corresponding higher potential battery cell group 10H is in
an abnormal terminal voltage condition or when the com-
munication circuit 38a provides the detection signal DB that
has the first duty ratio (e.g., 75%), the detection signal output
circuit 37 (see FIG. 4) issues a detection signal DBH that has
the first duty ratio (e.g., 75%). Also, when it is determined
that the corresponding higher potential battery cell group
10H is in the normal terminal voltage condition and when
the communication circuit 38a provides the detection signal
DB that has the second duty ratio (e.g., 25%), the detection
signal output circuit 37 issues the detection signal DBH that
has the second duty ratio (e.g., 25%). The communication
circuit 386 (see FIG. 4) provides the middle potential
abnormality detection portion 30M with the detection signal
DBH that is issued by the detection signal output circuit 37.

In the middle potential abnormality detection portion
30M, the communication circuit 38a (see FIG. 4) provides
the detection signal output circuit 37 (see FIG. 4) with the
detection signal DBH that is issued by the higher potential
abnormality detection portion 30H. When it is determined
that the corresponding middle potential battery cell group
10M is in an abnormal terminal voltage condition or when
the communication circuit 38a provides the detection signal
DBH that has the first duty ratio (e.g., 75%), the detection
signal output circuit 37 issues a detection signal DBM that
has the first duty ratio (e.g., 75%). Also, when it is deter-
mined that the corresponding middle potential battery cell
group 10M is in the normal terminal voltage condition and
when the communication circuit 38a provides the detection
signal DBH that has the second duty ratio (e.g., 25%), the
detection signal output circuit 37 issues the detection signal
DBM that has the second duty ratio (e.g., 25%). The
communication circuit 385 (see FIG. 4) provides the lower
potential abnormality detection portion 301 with the detec-
tion signal DBM that is issued by the detection signal output
circuit 37.

In the lower potential abnormality detection portion 30L,
the communication circuit 38a (see FIG. 4) provides the
detection signal output circuit 37 (see FIG. 4) with the
detection signal DBM that is issued by the middle potential
abnormality detection portion 30M. When it is determined
that the corresponding lower potential battery cell group 101
is in an abnormal terminal voltage condition or when the
communication circuit 38a provides the detection signal
DBM that has the first duty ratio (e.g., 75%), the detection
signal output circuit 37 issues a detection signal DBL that
has the first duty ratio (e.g., 75%). Also, when it is deter-
mined that the corresponding lower potential battery cell
group 10L is in the normal terminal voltage condition and
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when the communication circuit 38a provides the detection
signal DBM that has the first duty ratio (e.g., 75%), the
detection signal output circuit 37 issues the detection signal
DBL of “L” level for indicating the normal condition, for
example. The communication circuit 3856 (see FIG. 4) pro-
vides the abnormality detection portion 30 (higher potential
abnormality detection portion 30H) in the (i-1)-th battery
module 100 with the detection signal DBL that is issued by
the detection signal output circuit 37 as the detection signal
DB.

The operation of the abnormality detection portion 30 in
the N-th battery module 100 is similar to the operation of the
abnormality detection portion 30 in the i-th battery module
100 except for the following points. The detection signal DB
is not provided to the communication circuit 38a of the
higher potential abnormality detection portion 30H in the
N-th battery module 100. For this reason, in the higher
potential abnormality detection portion 30H in the N-th
battery module 100, when it is determined that the corre-
sponding higher potential battery cell group 10H is in an
abnormal terminal voltage condition, the detection signal
output circuit 37 (see FIG. 4) issues the detection signal
DBH that has a first duty ratio (e.g., 75%). Also, when
determining that the higher potential battery cell group 10H
is in the normal terminal voltage condition, the detection
signal output circuit 37 issues the detection signal DBH that
has a second duty ratio (e.g., 25%).

The operation of the abnormality detection portion 30 in
the 1st battery module 100 is similar to the operation of the
abnormality detection portion 30 in the i-th battery module
100 except for the following points. The communication
circuit 385 (see FIG. 4) of the abnormality detection portion
30 in the 1st battery module 100 provides the battery ECU
510 with the detection signal DBL that is issued by the
detection signal output circuit 37 as the detection signal DB.

(5) Exemplary Construction of Printed Circuit Board

The voltage detection portion 20, the abnormality detec-
tion portion 30, the arithmetic processing device 40, the
switching circuit 50, the communication driver 60, and the
insulating elements DIa and DIb in each of the battery
module 100 shown in FIG. 1 are mounted on a rigid printed
circuit board (hereinafter, referred to as printed circuit
board). FIG. 6 is a plan view schematically showing an
exemplary printed circuit board of the battery module 100.
As shown in FIG. 6, in addition, connectors CNa, CNb, and
CNc are mounted on the printed circuit board 110. Also, the
printed circuit board 110 includes first and second mounting
regions MT1 and MT2, and a belt-shaped insulating region
INS.

The second mounting region MT2 is formed in one corner
part of the printed circuit board 110. The insulating region
INS extends along the second mounting region MT2. The
first mounting region MT1 is formed in the other part of the
printed circuit board 110. The first and second mounting
regions MT1 and MT2 are separated from each other by the
insulating region INS. Theus, the first and second mounting
regions MT1 and MT2 are electrically insulated from each
other by the insulating region INS.

The voltage detection portion 20, the abnormality detec-
tion portion 30, the arithmetic processing device 40, and the
switching circuit 50 are mounted in the first mounting region
MT1. The battery cells 10 in the battery cell group BL are
connected as a power supply for the voltage detection
portion 20, the abnormality detection portion 30, the arith-
metic processing device 40, and the switching circuit 50 to
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the voltage detection portion 20, the abnormality detection
portion 30, the arithmetic processing device 40, and the
switching circuit 50.

A ground pattern GND1 is formed in the first mounting
region MT1 except for the mounting regions for mounting
the voltage detection portion 20, the abnormality detection
portion 30, the arithmetic processing device 40 and the
switching circuit 50, and formation regions where connec-
tion lines are formed. The ground pattern GND1 is con-
nected to a base potential (ground potential) of the battery
cells 10 in the battery cell group BL.

The communication driver 60 and the connectors CNa to
CNc are mounted in the second mounting region MT2. A
battery BAT that is not used as power for driving the electric
vehicle is connected as a power supply for the communica-
tion driver 60 to the communication driver 60.

A ground pattern GND2 is formed in the second mounting
region MT2 except for the mounting regions for mounting
the communication driver 60 and connectors CNa-CNc, and
formation regions where the connection lines are formed.
The ground pattern GND2 is connected to a base potential
(ground potential) of the battery BAT, which is not used as
power for driving the electric vehicle.

As discussed above, the battery cells 10 in the battery cell
group BL supplies electric power to the voltage detection
portion 20, the abnormality detection portion 30, the arith-
metic processing device 40, and the switching circuit 50.
The battery BAT, which is not used as power for driving the
electric vehicle, supplies electric power to the communica-
tion driver 60. Thus, the communication driver 60 can stably
operate independent from the voltage detection portion 20,
the abnormality detection portion 30, the arithmetic process-
ing device 40, and the switching circuit 50.

The insulating element Dla straddles the insulating region
INS. The insulating element Dla electrically insulates the
arithmetic processing device 40 and the communication
driver 60 from each other, and can transmit signals between
the voltage detection portion 20 and the arithmetic process-
ing device 40. The insulating element DIb straddles the
insulating region INS. The insulating element DIb electri-
cally insulates the switching circuit 50 and the connector
CNb from each other, and can transmit signals between the
switching circuit 50 and the connector CNb. Also, the
insulating element DIb electrically insulates the communi-
cation circuit 38a of the abnormality detection portion 30
(see FIG. 4) and the connector CNc from each other, and can
transmit signals between the communication circuit 38a of
the abnormality detection portion 30 and the connector CNc.
Also, the insulating element DIb electrically insulates the
arithmetic processing device 40 and the connector CNc¢ from
each other, and can transmit signals between the arithmetic
processing device 40 and the connector CNc. For example,
digital isolators or photo couplers can be used as the
insulating elements DIa and DIb. In this embodiment, digital
isolators are used as the insulating elements Dla and the DIb.

The communication driver 60 and the connector CNa are
connected to each other. Accordingly, the connector CNa
can be provided with the values of the terminal voltages of
the battery cells 10 and the temperatures in the battery
module 100 that are provided from the arithmetic processing
device 40. The bus BS shown in FIG. 1 is connected to the
connector CNa.

The connector CNc of the N-th battery module 100 is
connected to the battery ECU 510 through the signal line P,,.
The connector CNb of the N-th battery module 100 is
connected to the connector CNc of the (N-1)-th battery
module 100 through the signal line P,. The connector CNb
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of the (N-1)-th battery module 100 is connected to the
connector CNc of the (N-2)-th battery module 100 through
the signal line P, _;. Similarly, the connector CNb of the 2nd
battery module 100 is connected to the connector CNc of the
1st battery module 100 through the signal line P,. The
connector CNb of the 1st battery module 100 is connected
to the battery ECU 510 through the signal line P,.

(6) ID Assignment Mode

When receiving an 1D assignment start signal for starting
an ID assignment process from the battery ECU 510 through
the bus BS, the arithmetic processing device 40 of the
battery module 100 goes into the ID assignment mode. The
operations of portions in each of the battery modules 100 in
the ID assignment mode are now described.

In the ID assignment mode, the arithmetic processing
device 40 stops the function of the abnormality detection
portion 30. In this case, the status signal IC that is provided
from the abnormality detection portion 30 is set “L” level.
Correspondingly, the switching circuit 50 is brought into the
status where the switching circuit can provide the ID assign-
ment signal IS that is provided by the arithmetic processing
device 40.

In the ID assignment mode, the ID assignment signal IS
that is produced by the battery ECU 510 is provided to the
arithmetic processing device 40 of the N-th battery module
100 through the signal line P,, and the insulating element
DIb of the N-th battery module 100.

The ID assignment signal IS that is issued by the arith-
metic processing device 40 in the N-th battery module 100
is provided through the switching circuit 50, the insulating
element DIb, the signal line P,, and the insulating element
DIb in the (N-1)-th battery module 100 to the arithmetic
processing device 40 in the (N-1)-th battery module 100.
The ID assignment signal IS that is issued by the arithmetic
processing device 40 in the (N-1)-th battery module 100 is
provided through the switching circuit 50, the insulating
element DIb, the signal line P,_; and the insulating element
DIb in the (N-2)-th battery module 100 to the arithmetic
processing device 40 in the (N-2)-th battery module 100.

Similarly, the ID assignment signal IS that is issued by the
arithmetic processing device 40 in the 2nd battery module
100 is provided through the switching circuit 50, the insu-
lating element DIb, the signal line P, and the insulating
element DIb in the 1st battery module 100 to the arithmetic
processing device 40 in the 1st battery module 100. Note
that the signal line P, is not used in the ID assignment mode.

If any ID is not assigned to the arithmetic processing
device 40, the arithmetic processing device can only receive
various signals, commands, and messages such as notifica-
tion from the battery ECU 510 through the bus BS. After an
ID is assigned to the arithmetic processing device 40, the
arithmetic processing device can transmit and receive vari-
ous signals, commands, and messages such as notification to
and from the battery ECU 510 through the bus BS.

(7) ID Assignment Process

The ID assignment process for assigning IDs to the
arithmetic processing devices 40 of the battery modules 100
by using the battery ECU 510 is now described. FIGS. 7 and
8 are flowcharts showing the ID assignment process for
assigning IDs to the arithmetic processing devices 100 in the
battery modules by using the battery ECU 510. Hereinafter,
the arithmetic processing devices 40 in the 1st to N-th
battery modules 100 are referred to as the 1st to N-th
arithmetic processing devices 40.

First, the battery ECU 510 transmits the ID assignment
start signal for starting the ID assignment process to the 1st
to Nisth arithmetic processing devices 40 through the bus BS
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in the broadcasting manner (Step S1). Thus, all the arith-
metic processing devices 40 go into the ID assignment mode
from the normal mode. In this case, the arithmetic process-
ing device 40 stops operation of the voltage detection
portion 20 and the abnormality detection portion 30.
Accordingly, the status signal IC that is provided from the
abnormality detection portion 30 is set “L” level. As a result,
the switching circuit 50 is brought into the status where the
switching circuit can selectively provide the ID assignment
signal IS that is provided by the arithmetic processing device
40.

Subsequently, the battery ECU 510 provides an N-th ID
assignment signal IS of “H” level to the N-th arithmetic
processing device 40 through the signal line P, (Step S2).
Thus, the N-th arithmetic processing device 40 is requested
for ID assignment. Subsequently, the battery ECU 510
transmits an ID “N” through the bus BS (Step S3). Thus, the
N-th arithmetic processing device 40 receives the ID “N”
through the bus BS.

The N-th arithmetic processing device 40 writes the
received ID “N” into the RAM 42 (see FIG. 2). Thus, the ID
“N” is assigned to the N-th arithmetic processing device 40.
After that, the N-th arithmetic processing device 40 can
transmit and receive messages to/from the battery ECU 510
through the bus BS. The N-th arithmetic processing device
40 transmits notification about completion of ID assignment
to the battery ECU 510 through the bus BS.

The battery ECU 510 is in a standby status until receiving
the notification about completion of ID assignment from the
N-th arithmetic processing device 40 (Step S4). When
receiving the notification about completion of ID assignment
from the N-th arithmetic processing device 40, the battery
ECU 510 assigns “N” to a variable i (natural number from
2 to N) (Step S5). After that, the battery ECU 510 issues the
i-th arithmetic processing device 40 through the bus BS with
a command for providing an (i-1)-th ID assignment signal
IS of “H” level (Step S6).

When receiving the command for providing the (i-1)-th
1D assignment signal IS of “H” level from the battery ECU
510 through the bus BS, the i-th arithmetic processing
device 40 provides the (i-1)-th ID assignment signal IS of
“H” level. After that, the i-th arithmetic processing device 40
transmits notification about completion of output of (i-1)-th
1D assignment signal IS to the battery ECU 510 through the
bus BS. The (i-1)-th ID assignment signal IS of “H” level
that is provided by the i-th arithmetic processing device 40
is provided to the (i-1)-th arithmetic processing device 40
through the signal line. Thus, the (i-1)-th arithmetic pro-
cessing device 40 is requested for ID assignment.

The battery ECU 510 is in a standby status until receiving
the notification about completion of output of (i-1)-th ID
assignment signal IS from the i-th arithmetic processing
device 40 (Step S7). When receiving notification about
completion of output of (i-1)-th ID assignment signal IS
from the i-th arithmetic processing device 40, the battery
ECU 510 transmits 1D “i-1” through the bus BS (Step S8).
Thus, the (i-1)-th arithmetic processing device 40 receives
the ID “i-1” through the bus BS.

The (i-1)-th arithmetic processing device 40 writes the
received ID “i-1” in the RAM 42 (see FIG. 2). Thus, the ID
“i-1" is assigned to the (i-1)-th arithmetic processing device
40. After that, the (i-1)-th arithmetic processing device 40
can transmit and receive messages to/from the battery ECU
510 through the bus BS. The (i-1)-th arithmetic processing
device 40 transmits notification about completion of ID
assignment to the battery ECU 510 through the bus BS.
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The battery ECU 510 is in a standby status until receiving
the notification about completion of ID assignment from the
(i-1)-th arithmetic processing device 40 (Step S9). When
receiving the notification about completion of ID assignment
from the (i-1)-th arithmetic processing device 40, the vari-
ableiis updated to “i-1" by the battery ECU 510 (Step S10).
Subsequently, the battery ECU 510 determines whether the
variable i is 1 (Step S11).

If the variable i is not 1, the procedure of the battery ECU
510 returns to Step S6. Steps S6 to S11 are repeated until the
variable i becomes 1. Thus, the (N-1)-th to 1st arithmetic
processing devices 40 writes the IDs “N-1" to “1”, respec-
tively, into the RAMs 42 (see FIG. 2). As a result, the IDs
“N-1"to “1” are assigned to the (N-1)-th to 1st arithmetic
processing devices 40, respectively.

If the variable i is 1, the battery ECU 510 transmits
notification about completion of assignment of IDs to the 1st
to N-th arithmetic processing devices 40 through the bus BS
(Step S12). Thus, all the arithmetic processing devices 40 go
into the normal mode from the ID assignment mode.

(8) Operation of Arithmetic Processing Device

The operation of the arithmetic processing device 40 in
the ID assignment process of the battery ECU 510 is now
described. FIGS. 9 and 10 are flowcharts showing operation
of the arithmetic processing device 40 in the ID assignment
process.

Here, the operation of the i-th arithmetic processing
device (i is a natural number from 1 to N) 40 is described.
The arithmetic processing device 40 goes into the normal
mode on startup (Step S21), and operates in the normal
mode (Step S22). Also, the arithmetic processing device 40
determines whether the ID assignment start signal is
received from the battery ECU 510 through the bus BS (Step
S23). If the ID assignment start signal is not received, the
procedure of the arithmetic processing device 40 returns to
Step S22, and the arithmetic processing device operates in
the normal mode.

Ifthe ID assignment start signal is received, the arithmetic
processing device 40 goes into the ID assignment mode
(Step S24). Subsequently, the arithmetic processing device
40 is in a standby status until receiving the i-th ID assign-
ment signal IS of “H” level through the signal line (Step
S25). If the i-th ID assignment signal IS of “H” level is
received, the arithmetic processing device 40 is requested
for ID assignment. In this case, the arithmetic processing
device 40 is in a standby status until receiving an ID from
the battery ECU 510 through the bus BS (Step S26).

When receiving the ID, the arithmetic processing device
40 writes the received ID into the RAM 42 (see FIG. 2) (Step
S27). Thus, the 1D is assigned to the arithmetic processing
device 40. After that, the arithmetic processing device 40
can transmit and receive messages to/from the battery ECU
510 through the bus BS. In this case, the arithmetic pro-
cessing device 40 transmits notification about completion of
1D assignment to the battery ECU 510 through bus BS (Step
S28).

Subsequently, the arithmetic processing device 40 deter-
mines whether the notification about completion of assign-
ment of IDs is received from the battery ECU 510 through
the bus BS (Step S29). If the notification about completion
of assignment of IDs is not received, the arithmetic process-
ing device 40 determines whether the command for provid-
ing the (i-1)-th ID assignment signal IS of “H” level is
received from the battery ECU 510 through the bus BS (Step
S30).

If the command for providing the (i-1)-th ID assignment
signal IS of “H” level is not received, the procedure of the
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arithmetic processing device 40 returns to Step S29. If the
command for providing the (i-1)-th ID assignment signal IS
of “H” level is received, the arithmetic processing device 40
provides the (i-1)-th ID assignment signal IS of “H” level to
the (i-1)-th arithmetic processing device 40 (Step S31).
Subsequently, the arithmetic processing device 40 transmits
notification about completion of output of the (i-1)-th ID
assignment signal IS to the battery ECU 510 through bus BS
(Step S32). After that, the procedure of the arithmetic
processing device 40 returns to Step S29.

In Step S29, if the notification about completion of
assignment of IDs is received, the arithmetic processing
device 40 stores the ID that is written in the RAM 42 (see
FIG. 2) in the nonvolatile memory 43 (see FIG. 2), and the
procedure returns to Step S21. Thus, all the arithmetic
processing devices 40 go into the normal mode from the ID
assignment mode. After that, the arithmetic processing
devices 40 operate in the normal mode by repeating Steps
S22 and S23.

(9) Battery Module

The construction of the battery module 100 is now
described. FIG. 11 is a perspective view showing an exem-
plary external appearance of the battery module 100. Here,
three directions that intersect to each other at right angles are
defined as X, Y and Z directions as shown by arrows of X,
Y, and Z in FIG. 11. In this case, the X and Y directions
extend in the horizontal plane, while the Z direction extends
in the direction that intersects to the horizontal plane other
at a right angle. In addition, the upward direction is indicated
by the arrow Z.

As shown in FIG. 11, in the battery module 100, the
battery cells 10, which include a low-profile, substantially
rectangular parallelepiped shape, are arranged side by side in
the X direction. A pair of end surface frames EP having a
substantially plate shape are arranged in parallel to the Y-Z
plane. A pair of upper end frames FR1 and a pair of lower
end frames FR2 extend in the X direction. Each of the pair
of'end surface frames EP includes connection portions in the
four corner parts to which the pair upper end frames FR1 and
the pair lower end frames FR2 are connected. After the
battery cells 10 are interposed between the pair of end
surface frames EP, the pair of upper end frames FR1 are
attached to the upper-side connection portions of the pair of
end surface frames EP, while the pair of lower end frames
FR2 are attached to the lower-side connection portions of the
pair of end surface frames EP. Thus, the battery cells 10 are
held as a unitary unit by the pair of end surface frames EP,
and the pair of upper end frames FR1, and the pair of lower
end frames FR2. A battery block BLK having a substantially
rectangular parallelepiped shape is constructed of the battery
cells 10, the pair of end surface frames EP, and the pair of
upper end frames FR1, and the pair of lower end frames
FR2. The battery block BLK includes the battery cell group
BL shown in FIG. 1.

The printed circuit board 110 is attached to one of the end
surface frames EP. The thermistors TH for detecting the
temperatures of battery modules 100 are attached to a side
surface of the battery block BLK.

In this embodiment, each of the battery cells 10 includes
positive and negative terminals 10a and 105, which are
aligned to each other in the Y direction on the upper surface
of the battery block BLK. In the battery module 100, the
battery cells 10 are arranged with the battery cells adjacent
to each other being flipped from side to side so that the
positive and negative terminals 10a and 105 of the battery
cells 10 adjacent to each other are flipped from side to side
in the Y-directional relationship. In addition, the terminals
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10a or 106 on one side of the battery cells 10 are aligned
along one straight line in the X direction, while the terminals
10a or 105 on another side of the battery cells 10 are aligned
along one straight line in the X direction.

According to this construction, in two battery cells 10
adjacent to each other, the positive terminal 10a of one of the
two battery cells 10 is positioned in proximity to the
negative terminal 105 of another of the two battery cells 10,
while the negative terminal 105 of the one of the two battery
cells 10 is positioned in proximity to the positive terminal
10a of the another of the two battery cells 10. In this
arrangement, a bus bar BB, which is formed of copper, for
example, is attached to the two terminals 10a and 106 that
are positioned in proximity to each other. Thus, the battery
cells 10 are connected in series to each other.

An clongated flexible printed circuit board (hereinafter,
referred to as FPC board) 120 is arranged on one Y-direc-
tional side of each of the battery cells 10, and extends in the
X direction. The FPC board as common board is connected
to the bus bars BB. Another elongated FPC board 120 is
arranged on another Y-directional side of each of the battery
cells 10, and extends in the X direction. The FPC board as
common board is connected to the bus bars BB.

The FPC boards 120 include a plurality of conductor wire
lines W1 as discussed below with reference to FIG. 4 on an
electrically insulating layer. The FPC boards are bendable or
flexible. Polyimide is used as the material of the electrically
insulating layer of the FPC board 120. Copper is used as the
material of the conductor wire lines W1. The FPC board 120
is folded inward at a right angle along the upper end part of
one of the end surface frames EP in the battery block BLK,
and folded downward so that the FPC board is connected to
the printed circuit board 110. According to this construction,
the voltage detection portion 20 and the abnormality detec-
tion portion 30 shown in FIG. 1 are connected to the positive
terminals 10a and 105 of the battery cells 10.

(10) Effects

In this battery system 500 as the communication system,
the battery ECU 510 as the master device or control device
is connected to the arithmetic processing devices 40 as the
processing devices of the 1st to N-th battery modules 100
through the bus BS as communication line. The arithmetic
processing devices 40 of the 1st to N-th battery modules 100
are the 1st to N-th arithmetic processing devices 40.

The battery ECU 510 provides the N-th arithmetic pro-
cessing device 40 with the ID assignment signal IS that is the
N-th assignment signal for a command for assigning an 1D
as identifier, and issues an ID of the N-th arithmetic pro-
cessing device 40 through the bus BS. When receiving the
N-th ID assignment signal IS, the N-th arithmetic processing
device 40 stores the ID of the N-th arithmetic processing
device 40, which is issued by the battery ECU 510. Thus, the
ID of the N-th arithmetic processing device 40, which is
issued by the battery ECU 510, is assigned to the N-th
arithmetic processing device 40. After that, the battery ECU
510 can issue commands to the N-th arithmetic processing
device 40 by using the ID, while the N-th arithmetic
processing device 40 can receive the commands from the
battery ECU 510 by using the ID.

The battery ECU 510 issues the i-th arithmetic processing
device 40 (i is a natural number from N to 2) with a
command for providing the (i-1)-th ID assignment signal IS
to the (i-1)-th arithmetic processing device 40, and then
issues an ID of the (i-1)-th arithmetic processing device 40
through the bus BS. Also, the i-th arithmetic processing
device 40 provides the (i-1)-th arithmetic processing device
with the (i-1)-th ID assignment signal IS in response to the
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command for providing the (i-1)-th ID assignment signal IS.
When receiving the (i-1)-th ID assignment signal IS, the
(i-1)-th arithmetic processing device 40 stores the ID of the
(i-1)-th arithmetic processing device 40, which is issued by
the battery ECU 510. Similar ID assignment is repeated
from the N-th to 2nd arithmetic processing devices 40 in this
order.

That is, the battery ECU 510 issues the N-th arithmetic
processing device 40 with a command for providing the
(N=1)-th ID assignment signal IS to the (N-1)-th arithmetic
processing device 40, and then issues an ID of the (N-1)-th
arithmetic processing device 40 through the bus BS. Also,
the N-th arithmetic processing device 40 provides the
(N=-1)-th arithmetic processing device with the (N-1)-th ID
assignment signal IS in response to the command for pro-
viding the (N-1)-th ID assignment signal IS. When receiv-
ing the (N-1)-th ID assignment signal IS, the (N-1)-th
arithmetic processing device 40 stores the ID of the (N-1)-th
arithmetic processing device 40, which is issued by the
battery ECU 510.

Subsequently, the battery ECU 510 issues the (N-1)-th
arithmetic processing device 40 with a command for pro-
viding the (N-2)-th ID assignment signal IS to the (N-2)-th
arithmetic processing device 40, and then issues an ID of the
(N=2)-th arithmetic processing device 40 through the bus
BS. Also, the (N-1)-th arithmetic processing device 40
provides the (N-2)-th arithmetic processing device with the
(N=2)-th ID assignment signal IS in response to the com-
mand for providing the (N-2)-th ID assignment signal IS.
When receiving the (N-2)-th ID assignment signal IS, the
(N=2)-th arithmetic processing device 40 stores the ID of the
(N=2)-th arithmetic processing device 40, which is issued by
the battery ECU 510.

Subsequently, the battery ECU 510 issues the (N-2)-th
arithmetic processing device 40 with a command for pro-
viding the (N-3)-th ID assignment signal IS to the (N-3)-th
arithmetic processing device 40, and then issues an ID of the
(N=3)-th arithmetic processing device 40 through the bus
BS. Also, the (N-2)-th arithmetic processing device 40
provides the (N-3)-th arithmetic processing device with the
(N=3)-th ID assignment signal IS in response to the com-
mand for providing the (N-3)-th ID assignment signal IS.
When receiving the (N-3)-th ID assignment signal IS, the
(N=3)-th arithmetic processing device 40 stores the ID of the
(N=3)-th arithmetic processing device 40, which is issued by
the battery ECU 510.

Similar ID assignment is repeated so that the battery ECU
510 issues the 3rd arithmetic processing device 40 with a
command for providing the 2nd ID assignment signal IS to
the 2nd arithmetic processing device 40, and then issues an
ID of the 2nd arithmetic processing device 40 through the
bus BS. Also, the 3rd arithmetic processing device 40
provides the 2nd arithmetic processing device with the 2nd
ID assignment signal IS in response to the command for
providing the 2nd ID assignment signal IS. When receiving
the 2nd ID assignment signal IS, the 2nd arithmetic pro-
cessing device 40 stores the ID of the 2nd arithmetic
processing device 40, which is issued by the battery ECU
510.

After that, the battery ECU 510 issues the 2nd arithmetic
processing device 40 with a command for providing the 1st
ID assignment signal IS to the 1st arithmetic processing
device 40, and then issues an ID of the 1st arithmetic
processing device 40 through the bus BS. Also, the 2nd
arithmetic processing device 40 provides the 1st arithmetic

5

10

15

20

25

30

35

40

45

50

55

60

65

20

processing device with the 1st ID assignment signal IS in
response to the command for providing the 1st ID assign-
ment signal IS.

Thus, the ID of the N-th to 2nd arithmetic processing
devices 40, which are issued by the battery ECU 510, are
assigned to the N-th to 2nd arithmetic processing devices 40,
respectively. Finally, when receiving the 1st ID assignment
signal IS, the 1st arithmetic processing device 40 stores the
ID of the 1st arithmetic processing device 40, which is
issued by the battery ECU 510. Thus, the ID of the 1st
arithmetic processing device 40, which is issued by the
battery ECU 510, is assigned to the 1st arithmetic processing
device 40.

Thus, the N-th to 1st ID assignment signals IS are
provided to the N-th to 1st arithmetic processing devices 40
one after another from the battery ECU 510 and the N-th to
the 2nd arithmetic processing devices 40, and IDs of the
N-th to 1st arithmetic processing devices 40 are issued by
the battery ECU 510 through the bus BS. In this case, the
battery ECU 510 can determine whether IDs are assigned to
all the arithmetic processing devices 40. According to this
construction, it is possible to ensure communication reli-
ability between the battery ECU 510 and the arithmetic
processing devices 40, and provide easy assignment of IDs
to the arithmetic processing devices 40.

As a result, the arithmetic processing device 40 of each of
the battery modules 100 can reliably transmit the detection
results as the voltages of the battery cells 10 in the battery
cell group BL, which are detected by the voltage detection
portion 20, to the battery ECU 510.

In each of the battery modules 100, the terminal voltages
of the battery cells 10 in the battery cell group BL are
detected by the voltage detection portion 20. The arithmetic
processing device 40 of each of the battery modules 100 can
reliably transmit the values of terminal voltages of the
battery cells 10 in the battery cell group BL, which are
detected by the voltage detection portion 20, to the battery
ECU 510.

In this embodiment, the battery ECU 510 is connected to
the arithmetic processing devices 40 of the battery modules
100 by using CAN standard. In this case, the battery ECU
510 can be easily connected to the arithmetic processing
devices 40 of the battery modules 100 in the broadcasting
manner.

In addition, in this embodiment, each of the battery
modules 100 includes the abnormality detection portion 30
as abnormality detection portion, and the switching circuit
50 as selection portion. The abnormality detection portion
30 detects charge/discharge abnormal conditions of the
battery cell group BL, and issues the detection signal DB
that indicates the abnormal conditions. The switching circuit
50 selectively provides one of the (i-1)-th ID assignment
signal IS that is provided by the arithmetic processing device
40 and the detection signal DB that is provided by the
abnormality detection portion 30. The battery ECU 510 is
connected to the N-th arithmetic processing device 40
through the signal line P, as first signal line. The switching
circuit 50 of the i-th battery module 100 is connected to the
abnormality detection portion 30 and the arithmetic process-
ing device 40 of the (i-1)-th battery module 100 through one
of the signal lines P, to P, as second signal lines. The
switching circuit 50 of the 1st battery module 100 is con-
nected to the battery ECU 510 through the signal line P, as
third signal line.

In the ID assignment mode, the battery ECU 510 provides
the N-th ID assignment signal IS to the N-th arithmetic
processing device 40 through the signal line P,,. The switch-



US 9,446,679 B2

21

ing circuit 50 of the i-th battery module 100 provides the
(i-1)-th ID assignment signal IS, which is provides from the
i-th arithmetic processing device 40, to the (i-1)-th arith-
metic processing device 40 through one of the signal lines P,,
to P,.

In the normal mode, the switching circuit 50 of the i-th
battery module 100 provides the (i-1)-th abnormality detec-
tion portion 30 through one of the signal lines P, to P, with
the detection signal DB that is provided by the i-th abnor-
mality detection portion 30, while the switching circuit 50 of
the 1st battery module 100 provides the battery ECU 510
through the signal line P, with the detection signal DB that
is provided by the 1st abnormality detection portion 30.

In this case, in the ID assignment mode, the battery ECU
510 provides the N-th ID assignment signal IS to the N-th
arithmetic processing device 40 through the signal line P,.
The switching circuit 50 of the i-th battery module 100
provides the (i-1)-th ID assignment signal IS, which is
provides from the i-th arithmetic processing device 40, to the
(i-1)-th arithmetic processing device 40 through one of the
signal lines P, to P,.

In the normal mode, the switching circuit 50 of the i-th
battery module 100 provides the (i-1)-th abnormality detec-
tion portion 30 through one of the signal lines P, to P, with
the detection signal DB that is provided by the i-th abnor-
mality detection portion 30. The switching circuit 50 of the
1st battery module 100 provides the battery ECU 510
through the signal line P, with the detection signal DB that
is provided by the 1st abnormality detection portion 30.

As discussed above, the signal lines P, to P, for connec-
tion between the switching circuits 50 of the battery modules
100 are used both in the output of the (i-1)-th ID assignment
signal IS in the ID assignment mode and the output of the
detection signal DB in the normal mode. According to this
construction, the battery system 500 can have the function of
detecting charge/discharge abnormal conditions of the bat-
tery cell group BL without complicated structure and wiring
of the battery system 500.

That is, the signal lines P, to P, for connection between
the switching circuits 50 of the battery modules 100 are used
both in the output of the ID assignment signals IS in the ID
assignment mode and the output of the detection signals DB
in the normal mode. According to this construction, it is
possible to easily assign IDs to the arithmetic processing
devices 40, and to detect abnormal terminal voltage condi-
tions of the battery cell group BL without complicated
structure and wiring of the battery system 500.

In addition, even if the voltage detection portion 20, the
insulating element Dla or the communication driver 60
develops trouble, or if the bus BS develops trouble, it is
possible to notify the battery ECU 510 through the switching
circuits 50, the insulating elements DIb, and the signal line
P, to P, about abnormal terminal voltage conditions of the
battery cell group BL that is detected by the abnormality
detection portion 30. Also, even if the abnormality detection
portion 30 develops trouble, or if the signal line P,, to P,
develops trouble, it is possible to notify the battery ECU 510
through the arithmetic processing device 40, the insulating
element Dla, the communication driver 60 and the bus BS
about the values of the terminal voltages in the battery cell
group BL that are detected by the voltage detection portion
20. Thus, it is possible to reliably notify the battery ECU 510
about abnormal terminal voltage conditions of the battery
cell groups BL in the battery modules 100.
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[2] Electric Vehicle

(1) Construction and Operation

An electric vehicle is now described. The electric vehicle
includes the battery system 500 according to the foregoing
embodiment. Here, an electric car is described as an exem-
plary electric vehicle.

FIG. 12 is a block diagram showing the construction of an
electric car that includes the battery system 500. As shown
in FIG. 12, the electric car 600 includes a car body 610. The
car body 610 includes the battery system 500 shown in FIG.
1, the battery BAT, which is not used as power for driving
the electric vehicle, a power conversion portion 601, an
electric motor 602, driven wheels 603, an accelerator pedal
604, a braking device 605, a rotational speed sensor 606, and
the main control portion 300. In the case where the electric
motor 602 is an alternating current (AC) electric motor, the
power conversion portion 601 includes an inverter circuit.
The battery system 500 includes the battery ECU 510 shown
in FIG. 1.

The battery system 500 is connected to the electric motor
602 through the power conversion portion 601, and to the
main control portion 300.

The charged amounts of the battery modules 100 (see
FIG. 1) are provided to the main control portion 300 from
the battery ECU 510 of the battery system 500. In addition,
the accelerator device 604, the braking device 605, and the
rotational speed sensor 606 are connected to the main
control portion 300. The main control portion 300 includes
a CPU and a memory, or a microcomputer, for example.

The accelerator device 604 includes an accelerator pedal
604a that is included in the electric car 600, and an accel-
eration detection portion 6045 that detects an operated
amount (depressed amount) of the accelerator pedal 604a.
When the accelerator pedal 604a is operated by users, the
acceleration detection portion 6045 detects the operated
amount of the accelerator pedal 604a relative to the refer-
ence where the accelerator pedal is not operated by users.
The detected operated amount of the accelerator pedal 604a
is provided to the main control portion 300.

The braking device 605 includes a brake pedal 605a that
is included in the electric car 600, and a brake detection
portion 6055 that detects an operated amount (depressed
amount) of the brake pedal 605a operated by users. When
the brake pedal 605a is operated by users, the operated
amount is detected by the brake detection portion 6055. The
detected operated amount of the brake pedal 605a is pro-
vided to the main control portion 300. The rotational speed
sensor 606 detects a rotational speed of the electric motor
602. The detected rotational speed is provided to the main
control portion 300.

As discussed above, the main control portion 300 is
provided with the charged amounts of the battery modules
100, the operated amount of the accelerator pedal 6044, the
operated amount of the brake pedal 6054, and the rotational
speed of the electric motor 602. The main control portion
300 controls charging and discharging operations of the
battery modules 100, and power conversion of the power
conversion portion 601 based on these types of information.
For example, in driveaway or acceleration of the electric car
600 in accordance with the accelerator operation, the battery
system 500 supplies the power conversion portion 601 with
electric power of the battery module 100.

In addition, the main control portion 300 calculates a
rotating force (command torque) to be transmitted to the
driven wheels 603 in accordance with the provided operated
amount of the accelerator pedal 604a, and provides the
power conversion portion 601 with a control signal in
accordance with the command torque.
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When receiving the aforementioned control signal, the
power conversion portion 601 converts the electric power
supplied from the battery system 500 into electric power
(driving electric power) required to drive the driven wheels
603. Thus, the driving electric power converted by the power
conversion portion 601 is supplied to the electric motor 602,
and a rotating force of the electric motor 602 is transmitted
to the driven wheels 603 in accordance with the driving
electric power.

On the other hand, in deceleration of the electric car 600
in accordance with the acceleration operation, the electric
motor 602 serves as an electric generator. In this case, the
power conversion portion 601 converts regenerative power
that is produced by the electric motor 602 into electric power
suitable for charging the battery cells 10, and provides the
converted electric power to the battery cells 10. Thus, the
battery cells 10 are charged.

(2) Effects

In the electric car 600 as electric vehicle, the electric
motor 602 is energized by the electric power from the
battery system 500 according to the foregoing embodiment.
The driven wheels 603 are rotated by the rotating force of
the electric motor 602 so that the electric car 600 runs.

Since the battery system 500 according to the foregoing
embodiment is installed on the electric car 600, it is possible
to ensure communication reliability between the battery
ECU 510 and the arithmetic processing devices 40 of the
battery modules 100, and provide easy assignment of IDs to
the arithmetic processing devices 40. As a result, the arith-
metic processing device 40 of each of the battery modules
100 can reliably transmit the detection results as the voltages
of'the battery cells 10 in the battery cell group BL,, which are
detected by the voltage detection portion 20, to the battery
ECU 510.

The main control portion 300 may have the functions of
the battery ECU 510. In this case, the main control portion
300 is connected to the communication drivers 60 (see FIG.
1) of the battery modules 100 included in the battery system
500 through the bus BS. In addition, the main control portion
300 is connected to the insulating element DIb (see FIG. 1)
of the N-th battery module 100 included in the battery
system 500 through the signal line Py, and to the insulating
element DIb (see FIG. 1) of the 1st battery module 100
included in the battery system 500 through the signal line P, .
Note that, in the case where the main control portion 300 has
the functions of the battery ECU 510, it is not necessary for
the battery system 500 to include the battery ECU 510.

(3) Other Mobile Units

Although it has been described that the battery system 500
shown in FIG. 1 is installed on the electric vehicle in the
foregoing embodiment, the battery system 500 may be
installed on other mobile units such as ship, aircraft, eleva-
tor, and walking robot.

For example, the ship, which includes the battery system
500, includes a hull, a screw, an acceleration input portion,
and a deceleration input portion instead of the car body 610,
the driven wheels 603, the accelerator device 604, and the
braking device 605 shown in FIG. 12, respectively. Crews
operate the acceleration input portion instead of the accel-
erator device 604 when accelerating the ship, and operate the
deceleration input portion instead of the braking device 605
when decelerating the ship. In this case, the hull, the electric
motor, and the screw correspond to a mobile body, a power
source, and a driving portion, respectively. In this case, the
electric motor is energized by electric power from the
battery system 500, and converts the electric power into
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power for driving the ship so that the hull moves by rotating
the screw by using the converted power.

Similarly, the aircraft, which includes the battery system
500, includes an airframe, a propeller, an acceleration input
portion, and a deceleration input portion instead of the car
body 610, the driven wheels 603, the accelerator device 604,
and the braking device 605 shown in FIG. 12, respectively.
In this case, the airframe, the electric motor, and the pro-
peller correspond to a mobile body, a power source, and a
driving portion, respectively. In this case, the electric motor
is energized by electric power from the battery system 500,
and converts the electric power into power for driving the
aircraft so that the airframe moves by rotating the propeller
by using the converted power.

For example, the elevator, which includes the battery
system 500, includes an enclosed platform, an ascent/de-
scent rope attached to the platform, an acceleration input
portion, and a deceleration input portion instead of the car
body 610, the driven wheels 603, the accelerator device 604,
and the braking device 605 shown in FIG. 12, respectively.
In this case, the platform, the electric motor, and the ascent/
descent rope correspond to a mobile body, a power source,
and a driving portion, respectively. In this case, the electric
motor is energized by electric power from the battery system
500, and converts the electric power into power for driving
the elevator so that the platform is moved by winding the
ascent/descent rope by using the converted power.

For example, the walking robot, which includes the
battery system 500, includes a body, legs, an acceleration
input portion, and a deceleration input portion instead of the
car body 610, the driven wheels 603, the accelerator device
604, and the braking device 605 shown in FIG. 12, respec-
tively. In this case, the body, the electric motor, and the legs
correspond to a mobile body, a power source, and a driving
portion, respectively. In this case, the electric motor is
energized by electric power from the battery system 500,
and converts the electric power into power for driving the
robot so that the body moves by moving the legs by using
the converted power.

(4) Effects of Other Mobile Units

In the mobile unit that includes the battery system 500, the
power source is energized by electric power from the battery
system 500, and converts the electric power into power for
driving the mobile unit so that the mobile body moves by
using the power converted by the power source.

Since the battery system 500 according to the foregoing
embodiment is installed on the mobile unit, it is possible to
ensure communication reliability between the battery ECU
510 and the arithmetic processing devices 40, and provide
easy assignment of IDs to the arithmetic processing devices
40. As a result, the arithmetic processing device 40 of each
of the battery modules 100 can reliably transmit the detec-
tion results as the voltages of the battery cells 10 in the
battery cell group BL, which are detected by the voltage
detection portion 20, to the battery ECU 510.

[3] Power Supply Device

(1) Construction and Operation

A power supply device is now described. FIG. 13 is a
block diagram showing the construction of the power supply
device. As shown in FIG. 13, the power supply device 700
includes an electric power storage device 710, and an
electric power conversion device 720. The electric power
storage device 710 includes a battery system group 711, and
a controller 712. The battery system group 711 includes a
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plurality of battery systems 500. The plurality of battery
systems 500 can be connected in parallel or in series to each
other.

The controller 712 includes a CPU and a memory, or a
microcomputer, for example. The controller 712 is con-
nected to the battery ECUs 510 (see FIG. 1), which are
included in the battery systems 500. The controller 712
controls the electric power conversion device 720 based on
the charged amounts of the battery cells 10 that are provided
from the ECUs 510. The controller 712 controls discharging
or charging operation of the battery modules 100 in the
battery systems 500 as discussed below.

The electric power conversion device 720 includes a
DC/DC (direct current/direct current) converter 721, and a
DC/AC (direct current/alternating current) inverter 722. The
DC/DC converter 721 includes input/output terminals 721a
and 721b. The DC/AC inverter 722 includes input/output
terminals 722a and 72254. The input/output terminals 721a of
the DC/DC converter 721 are connected to the battery
system group 711 of the electric power storage device 710
through the HV connectors 530 (see FIG. 1) of the battery
systems 500.

The input/output terminal 7215 of the DC/DC converter
721 and the input/output terminal 722a¢ of the DC/AC
inverter 722 are connected to each other, and are connected
to a power output portion PU1. The input/output terminal
722b of DC/AC inverter 722 is connected to a power output
portion PU2, and to other electric power system.

The power output portions PU1 and PU2 include outlets.
Various loads can be connected to the power output portions
PU1 and PU2, for example. Other electric power system can
include commercial power or a solar battery, for example.
The power output portions PU1 and PU2, and other electric
power system are examples of external device to which the
power supply device is connected. In the case where a solar
battery is used as electric power system, the solar battery is
connected to the input/output terminal 7215 of the DC/DC
converter 721. Also, in the case where a solar energy power
generation system including the solar battery is used as
electric power system, an AC output portion of a power
conditioner of the solar energy power generation system is
connected to the input/output terminal 7225 of the DC/AC
inverter 722.

The controller 712 controls the DC/DC converter 721 and
the DC/AC inverter 722 so that the battery system group 711
can be discharged and charged. When the battery system
group 711 is discharged, the DC/DC converter 721 converts
electric power that is provided from the battery system
group 711 from DC (direct current) into DC (direct current),
and the DC/AC inverter 722 additionally converts the con-
verted electric power from DC (direct current) into AC
(alternating current).

In the case where the power supply device 700 is used as
DC power supply, electric power that is converted from DC
into DC by the DC/DC converter 721 is provided to the
power output portion PU1. In the case where the power
supply device 700 is used as AC power supply, electric
power that is converted from DC into AC by the DC/AC
inverter 722 is provided to the power output portion PU2.
Also, electric power that is converted into alternating current
by the DC/AC inverter 722 can be supplied to other electric
power system.

The controller 712 controls discharging operation of the
battery modules 100 in the battery system group 711 as
discussed below, for example. When the battery system
group 711 is discharged, the controller 712 determines
whether to stop discharging operation of the battery system
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group 711 or whether to restrict discharging current (or
discharging electric power) based on the calculated charged
amounts, and controls the electric power conversion device
720 based on the determination result. Specifically, if the
charged amount of any of the battery cells 10 (see FIG. 1)
included in the battery system group 711 becomes lower
than a predetermined threshold, the controller 712 controls
the DC/DC converter 721 and the DC/AC inverter 722 so
that discharging operation of the battery system group 711 is
stopped or discharging current (or discharging electric
power) is restricted. According to this construction, it is
possible to prevent that the battery cells 10 are overdis-
charged.

Discharging current (or discharging electric power) is
restricted so that voltages in the battery system group 711
fall within a certain reference voltage range. The certain
reference voltage range is specified by the controller 712
based on the charged amounts of the battery cells 10.

Also, when the battery system group 711 is charged, the
DC/AC inverter 722 converts alternating current electric
power that is provided from other electric power system
from AC (alternating current) into DC (direct current), and
the DC/DC converter 721 additionally converts the con-
verted electric power from DC (direct current) into DC
(direct current). When the electric power is supplied to the
battery system group 711 through the DC/DC converter 721,
the battery cells 10 (see FIG. 1) included in the battery
system group 711 can be charged.

The controller 712 controls charging operation of the
battery modules 100 in the battery system group 711 as
discussed below, for example. When the battery system
group 711 is charged, the controller 712 determines whether
to stop charging operation of the battery system group 711
or whether to restrict charging current (or charging electric
power) based on the calculated charged amounts, and con-
trols the electric power conversion device 720 based on the
determination result. Specifically, if the charged amount of
any of the battery cells 10 (see FIG. 1) included in the
battery system group 711 becomes higher than a predeter-
mined threshold, the controller 712 controls the DC/DC
converter 721 and the DC/AC inverter 722 so that charging
operation of the battery system group 711 is stopped or
charging current (or charging electric power) is restricted.
According to this construction, it is possible to prevent that
the battery cells 10 are overcharged.

Charging current (or charging electric power) is restricted
so that voltages in the battery system group 711 fall within
a certain reference voltage range. The certain reference
voltage range is specified by the controller 712 based on the
charged amounts of the battery cells 10.

The electric power conversion device 720 may only
include one of the DC/DC converter 721 and the DC/AC
inverter 722 as long as electric power can be supplied
between the power supply device 700 and an external
device. Also, the electric power conversion device 720 may
be omitted as long as electric power can be supplied between
the power supply device 700 and the external device.

(2) Effects

In this electric power storage device 710, the controller
712 as system control portion controls charging and dis-
charging operation of the battery modules 100 of the battery
systems 500 according to the foregoing embodiment.
According to this construction, it is possible to prevent
deterioration, overcharge, and overdischarge of the battery
modules 100.

In addition, in this power supply device 700, the electric
power conversion device 720 converts electric power
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between the battery system 500 and the external device. The
electric power conversion device 720 is controlled by the
controller 712 of the electric power storage device 710 so
that charging and discharging operation of the battery mod-
ules 100 can be controlled. According to this construction, it
is possible to prevent deterioration, overcharge, and overdis-
charge of the battery modules 100. That is, in the power
supply device 700, the controller 712 controls electric power
supply between the battery system group 711 and the
external device. As a result, it is possible to prevent over-
charge and overdischarge of the battery cells 10 included in
the battery system group 711.

Since the power supply device 700 includes the battery
system 500 according to the foregoing embodiment, it is
possible to ensure communication reliability between the
battery ECU 510 and the arithmetic processing devices 40 of
the battery modules 100, and provide easy assignment of [Ds
to the arithmetic processing devices 40. As a result, the
arithmetic processing device 40 of each of the battery
modules 100 can reliably transmit the detection results as the
voltages of the battery cells 10 in the battery cell group BL,
which are detected by the voltage detection portion 20, to the
battery ECU 510.

If detecting abnormal terminal voltage conditions of the
battery cell groups BL, the controller 712 can control the
electric power conversion device 720. For this reason, the
contactor 520 shown in FIG. 1 can be omitted in each of the
battery systems 500.

The controller 712 may have the functions of the battery
ECU 510. In this case, the controller 712 is connected to the
communication drivers 60 (see FIG. 1) of the battery mod-
ules 100 included in the battery system 500 through the bus
BS. In addition, the controller 712 is connected to the
insulating element DIb (see FIG. 1) of the N-th battery
module 100 included in the battery system 500 through the
signal line Py, and to the insulating element DIb of the 1st
battery module 100 included in the battery system 500
through the signal line P,. Note that, in the case where the
controller 712 has the functions of the battery ECU 510, it
is not necessary for the battery system 500 to include the
battery ECU 510.

[4] Other Embodiments

(1) Although the battery module 100 includes a plurality
of battery cells 10 in the foregoing embodiment, the present
invention is not limited to this. The battery module 100 may
consist of one battery cell 10.

(2) Although, as abnormal charge/discharge conditions of
the corresponding battery cell group BL, the abnormality
detection portion 30 detects abnormal terminal voltage con-
ditions of the battery cells 10, the present invention is not
limited to this. As abnormal charge/discharge conditions of
the corresponding battery cell group BL, the abnormality
detection portion 30 may detect abnormalities in electric
current in the battery cell group BL,, SOC (charged amount),
overdischarge, overcharge, temperature of battery cell 10,
and the like.

In the case where, as abnormal charge/discharge condi-
tions of the corresponding battery cell group BL, the abnor-
mality detection portion 30 detects abnormalities in electric
current in the battery cell group BL, the battery module 100
includes a current detection portion that detects electric
current flowing in the battery cell group BL.

(3) Although the battery ECU 510 provides the ID assign-
ment signal IS to the N-th arithmetic processing device 40,
and the i-th arithmetic processing device (i is a natural
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number from 2 to N) 40 provides the ID assignment signal
IS to the (i-1)-th arithmetic processing device 40 in the
foregoing embodiment, the present invention is not limited
to this. The battery ECU 510 may provide the ID assignment
signal IS to the 1st arithmetic processing device 40, and the
j-th arithmetic processing device (j is a natural number from
1 to (N-1)) 40 may provide the ID assignment signal IS to
the (j+1)-th arithmetic processing device 40.

(4) Although the battery ECU 510 is in a standby status
until receiving the notification about completion of ID
assignment from the N-th arithmetic processing device 40 as
assignment of ID in Step S4 in the ID assignment (see FIG.
7), and the procedure goes to Step S5 after receiving
notification about completion of ID assignment in the fore-
going embodiment, the present invention is not limited to
this. The battery ECU 510 may be in a standby status for a
predetermined period as the process of Step S4 in the ID
assignment. After the predetermined period elapse, the pro-
cedure may go to Step S5.

Also, although the battery ECU 510 is in a standby status
until receiving the notification about completion of ID
assignment from the (i-1)-th arithmetic processing device
40 as the process of Step S9 in the ID assignment (see FIG.
8), and the procedure goes to Step S10 after receiving
notification about completion of ID assignment, the present
invention is not limited to this. The battery ECU 510 may be
in a standby status for a predetermined period as the process
of Step S9. After the predetermined period elapse, the
procedure may go to Step S10.

In this case, it is not necessary for the arithmetic process-
ing device 40 to transmit notification about completion of ID
assignment in Step S28 (see FIG. 10). For this reason, the
procedure of the arithmetic processing device 40 can omit
the process of Step S29.

(5) Although the battery ECU 510 is in a standby status
until receiving the notification about completion of output of
(i-1)-th ID assignment signal IS from the i-th arithmetic
processing device 40 as the process of Step S7 in the ID
assignment (see FIG. 8), and the procedure goes to Step S8
after receiving notification about completion of output of
(i-1)-th ID assignment signal IS in the foregoing embodi-
ment, the present invention is not limited to this. The battery
ECU 510 may be in a standby status for a predetermined
period as the process of Step S7. After the predetermined
period elapse, the procedure may go to Step S8.

In this case, it is not necessary for the arithmetic process-
ing device 40 to transmit notification about completion of
output of ID assignment signal IS in Step S32 (see FIG. 10).
For this reason, the procedure of the arithmetic processing
device 40 can omit the process of Step S32.

(6) Although the battery ECU 510 communicates with the
arithmetic processing devices 40 through the bus BS by
using CAN standard in the foregoing embodiment, the
present invention is not limited to this. For example, the
battery ECU 510 may communicates with the arithmetic
processing devices 40 through the signal lines P, and P,, to
P, by using PWM (Pulse Width Modulation), PCM (Pulse-
Code Modulation), or other serial communication methods.

[5] Correspondence Between Elements in Claims
and Components in Embodiments

Exemplary correspondence between elements in claims
and components in embodiments is now described. How-
ever, the present invention is not limited to the following
examples.
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The battery ECU 510 is an example of master device or
control device. The arithmetic processing device 40 is an
example of slave device or processing device. The bus BS is
an example of communication line. The ID assignment
signal IS is an example of assignment signal. The battery
system 500 is an example of communication system or
battery system. The MPU 511 is an example of communi-
cation processing portion of the master device. The CPU 41
is an example of communication processing portion of the
slave device. The RAM 42 is an example of memory
portion. The battery module 100 is an example of battery
module. The battery cell 10 is an example of battery cell.
The battery cell group BL is an example of battery cell
group. The voltage detection portion 20 is an example of
voltage detection portion. The detection signal DB is an
example of detection signal. The abnormality detection
portion 30 is an example of abnormality detection portion.
The switching circuit 50 is an example of selection portion.
The signal line P, is an example of first signal line. The
signal lines P, to P, are an example of second signal line.
The signal line P, is an example of third signal line.

The electric motor 602 is an example of electric motor.
The driven wheels 603 are an example of driven wheel. The
electric car 600 is an example of electric vehicle. The car
body 610, the hull of the ship, the airframe of the aircraft, the
platform of the elevator, and the body of the walking robot
are an example of mobile body. The electric motor 602, the
driven wheels 603, the screw, the propeller, and the electric
motor for winding the ascent/descent rope, and the legs of
the walking robot are an example of power source. The
electric car 600, the ship, the aircraft, the elevator, and the
walking robot are an example of mobile unit. The controller
712 is an example of system control portion. The electric
power storage device 710 is an example of electric power
storage device. The power supply device 700 is an example
of power supply device. The electric power conversion
device 720 is an example of electric power conversion
device.

Other various elements that have the construction or the
function recited in claims can be used as elements in the
claims.

The invention claimed is:

1. A battery system comprising:

a control device; and

1st to N-th battery modules,

wherein each of the battery modules includes

a battery cell group that includes one or a plurality of
battery cells,

a voltage detection portion that is arranged correspond-
ing to the battery cell group, and detects voltages of
the battery cells in the battery cell group,

a processing device that transmits the detection result
detected by the voltage detection portion to the
control device,

an abnormality detection portion that detects over-
charge or overdischarge abnormal conditions of the
battery cell group, and issue a detection signal indi-
cating the abnormal conditions, and

a selection portion that selectively provides one of an
assignment signal, which is provided from the pro-
cessing device, and the detection signal, which is
issued by the abnormality detection portion,

wherein the control device and each of the processing

devices of the battery modules are connected to each
other through a communication line,

the processing devices of 1st to N-th battery modules is

defined as 1st to N-th processing devices,
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the control device is connected to the N-th processing

device through a first signal line,
the selection portion of the i-th (i is a natural number from
N to 2) battery module is connected to the abnormality
detection portion and the processing device of the
(i-1)-th battery module through a second signal line,

the selection portion of the 1st battery module is con-
nected to the control device through a third signal line,

in an identifier assignment mode, the control device
provides the N-th processing device with an N-th
assignment signal as a command for storing an identi-
fier through the first signal line, and then transmits an
identifier of the N-th processing device through the
communication line, wherein the control device pro-
vides with the i-th processing device a command for
providing an (i-1)-th assignment signal to the (i-1)-th
processing device, and then transmits an identifier of
the (i-1)-th processing device through the communi-
cation line in order from the N-th to 2nd processing
devices,

when the i-th processing device receives the i-th assign-

ment signal, the i-th processing device stores the iden-
tifier of the i-th processing device, which is transmitted
by the control device, and provides the (i-1)-th pro-
cessing device with the (i-1)-th assignment signal in
response to the command for providing an (i-1)-th
assignment signal, and the selection portion of the i-th
battery module provides the (i-1)-th processing device
with the (i-1)-th assignment signal, which is provided
from the i-th processing device, through the the second
signal line,

when the 1st processing device receives the 1st assign-

ment signal, the 1st processing device stores the iden-
tifier of the 1st processing device, which is transmitted
by the control device, and

in a normal mode, the selection portion of the i-th battery

module provides the (i-1)-th abnormality detection
portion with the detection signal, which is issued by the
i-th abnormality detection portion, through the second
signal line, and the selection portion of the 1st battery
module provides the control device with the detection
signal, which is issued by the 1st abnormality detection
portion, through the third signal line.

2. The battery system according to claim 1, wherein the
control device is connected to each of the processing devices
of the battery modules by using CAN standard.

3. An electric vehicle comprising:

the battery system according to claim 1;

a driving electric motor that is energized by electric power

of the battery system; and

a driven wheel that is driven by rotation force of the

electric motor.

4. A mobile unit comprising:

the battery system according to claim 1;

a mobile body; and

a power source that converts electric power from the

battery system into power for moving the mobile body.

5. An electric power storage device comprising:

the battery system according to claim 1; and

a system control portion that controls discharging and

charging operations of the battery modules of the
battery system.

6. A power supply device that is connected to an external
device, the power supply device comprising:

the electric power storage device according to claim 5;

and
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an electric power conversion device that is controlled by
the system control portion of the electric power storage
device, and converts electric power between the battery
system of the electric power storage device and the
external device. 5
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